
 

What Are the Challenges & 
Possibilities of 

Inquiry/Research in Schools?  

 

Our study addresses the question: Does collaborative inquiry enhance 
professional learning for both pre-service and in-service teachers?  We 
investigated the efficacy of co-learning through collaboration where a 
collaborative inquiry project was undertaken by interns and 
cooperating teachers.  Key findings regarding collaborative inquiry 
included the alignment of theory and practice, effective mentorship 
and co-construction of a collegial context for critical reflection that 
lead to improved practice and enhanced student learning. This 
research has the potential to increase our understanding of the physical 
and conceptual spaces where teacher education transpires. 
Collaborative inquiry also becomes an effective approach for 
partnering for transformative practice and learning opportunities that 
motivate and engage students. 
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Close Scrutiny: Addressing Ethical Issues in 
School-Based Research 

Schooling contexts are places where university researchers, graduate 
students, and teachers turn to conduct important research on 
teaching, learning and curricular issues. In order to conduct research 
in schools permission must be sought from school districts and 
universities. This presentation is based on a 3-year qualitative study that 
explored university and school board research review processes, the 
challenges researchers faced in gaining permission to conduct school-
based research and the ways in which institutional ethics and research 
review translated (or not) into ethical research practice in schooling 
contexts. Data informing our presentation were collected through in-
depth, open-ended- interviews with 42 faculty members and graduate 
students in 5 Ontario universities. In our presentation we focus on three 
themes emerging from the findings: the challenges of a dual review 
process, complexities of research with children and ethical issues 
arising in context. Researchers need to understand school board and 
university review processes and to address the concerns of the 
different jurisdictions for research proposed to move forward.  
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Professional Learning Through Critical 
Participatory Action Research 

This session presents results of a year long study of teachers' and 
administrators' experiences of critical participatory action research in a 
medium-sized urban school district. The participants worked with 
district staff to shape professional development around issues of 
importance to staff, parents and students about student 
disengagement and poor performance in school. Taking up CPAR was 
challenging because all participants had previously engaged in more 
than a decade of top down PD. Implications for district- and school-
based administrators as well as researchers will be discussed. 
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