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"...a consistent absence of 
material implicitly informs us 

that it is not important...the role 
of hidden curriculum continues 

to implicitly affirm gender, 
racial, and class hierarchies 

in...society through an emphasis 
on contributions made by 
privileged groups, such as 

White, upper-class men" (Rios, 
Stewart and Winter, 2010, p. 

328). 

There is real value in exploring the ways in 
which school curriculum and texts continue to 
reify gender roles for girls. As a high school 
social studies teacher, I sought to determine 
the portrayal of women in two commonly 
used textbooks: Horizons: Canada moves west 
and Our land: Building the west specifically, 
references to women and their contributions 
in this era. In one text, two women are 
referenced, in the other, six. Even these 
references are problematic as they often 
portray women as extensions of men or as 
lonely beacons of women’s historical 
accomplishments.  

 A “gender lens” provides tools for 
contemporary teachers to model for girls and 
boys a richer texture of BC’s past and the 
potential for helping students develop the 
skills of critically analyzing text and 
interrogating that which passes as “official” 
histories. 
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Amelia Douglas, from Horizons: 
Canada moves west p. 214. 
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Pedagogical Discourses of Gender, Peace, and 
Equality: Jane Addams Children's Book Awards 

Nancy Taber, Brock University 
Abstract 
This presentation discusses a feminist discourse analysis 
of award-winning books from the Jane Addams Peace 
Association. Books carry societal messages that are 
gendered, raced, and classed, with those winning 
awards often viewed as deserving of attention and 
validation. Thus, the discourses they circulate are 
important points of analysis, particularly as relates to 
education and learning. The book awards should be 
commended for promoting peace as well as critiqued 
for the ways in which peace is represented. 

Findings 
- in most books, war is represented in complex ways as 
the presence of racism (and, in certain instances, 
classism and sexism), as well as violence 
- learning and education are important in working for 
peace  
- nonviolent protest is emphasized, with brave people 
working together for change 
- largest focus is on race 
- some books have strong women characters, but few 
critique gender  
- mostly historical fiction 
- lack of focus on ableism, heteronormativity, or ageism 
- war is generally represented as either occurring in the 
past (mainly in the US) or outside North America  

Educators can engage 
students in interacting 
with discourses in books 
by asking questions such 
as:  

-  Whose stories are told? 
Whose are missing? 
-  How are girls and boys 
represented? Do they 
challenge, maintain, or 
complicate stereotypes? 
- Are war and peace 
represented beyond 
binaries of good vs. evil 
and us vs. them? 
- Are characters who 
experience war and 
violence represented as 
active agents or passive 
victims?  
- How are various 
countries represented? 
Are they simplified as 
either failed or saviour 
states? Are they shown in 
all their complexity?  
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