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‘Research Supporting Practice in Education’ (RSPE) is a program of research 
and related activities aimed at learning more about building strong linkages 
between research, policy and practice. We call these efforts Knowledge 
Mobilization (KMb). 

Research evidence in education has the potential to improve schools and 
school systems yet studies show that research use by practitioners remains limited.   

RSPE is headquartered at OISE/University of Toronto and supported with core 
funds from the Canada Research Chairs program. Ben Levin, Canada Research 
Chair in Education Leadership and Policy, is the principal investigator working with 
academic colleagues and graduate students (see OISE KMb Team). 

Our work has had 3 main components: academic empirical studies, practical 
knowledge mobilization work, and efforts to strengthen the larger community of 
interest around knowledge mobilization in education. 
 

Empirical 
studies 

Practical KMb 
projects 

KMb 
Community 

Schools and school districts could get more benefit from research with modest 
efforts – for example finding ways to make the sharing of research a regular part of 
the way each school operates, and connecting the graduate work of 
practitioners to the work of their school or district.  Better use of research, when 
mediated by educators’ expertise, has the potential to elevate the status of 
teaching, prevent ineffective innovations, and improve everyday practice in 
schools, all with very modest resources. 

What does this mean for educators? 
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What We Have Learned 

•There is wide interest in knowledge mobilization across roles, fields, countries and sectors, and 
growing connections among the various parties to share practices and ideas. There are increasing 

numbers of meetings, conferences, journals and websites, and increasing interest from governments 
and funders of research. 

•Debate continues, appropriately, on some key concepts in this area, including the range of 

different meanings for the central terms, ‘research’, ‘knowledge’ and ‘use’. There is no single way to 
understand any of those ideas and different views about them have different connotations for how 
the work should be done.  

•The empirical base for KMb practices remains weak. Much work is carried out without good 
evidence as to its likely effectiveness. In a new field this is inevitable and required for learning, 
provided that the activities are actually assessed as to impact. Still, there remains a strong need for 
more research, using more sophisticated methods. 

•It is clear that KMb is a social phenomenon much more than an individual one. This means that 
research and practice both need to do more to understand how organizational settings and social 
practices facilitate or constraint KMb work, rather than focusing on the knowledge or activities of 

individuals within organizations. 

•It is equally clear that much KMb practice is not yet taking seriously enough this lesson about the 
importance of the social, in that in many settings, including in education, the system structures and 

processes to support effective use of research knowledge simply do not exist and are not being 
created. 

 How Educators Access & Evaluate Research in 
Education 

Use of Online Research 

This SSHRC funded study will extend over the next 
three years and will map and evaluate the ways in 
which education research is shared with and used 
by teachers, principals, and other school leaders 
 

Our team has partnered with educational organizations in 
Canada and abroad to investigate whether and how 
people actually use online research products. Initial 
findings suggest that many website materials do not get a 
great deal of use but there are significant differences in 
usage levels for reasons we do not yet understand.     
 

KMb Website Analysis KMb in Faculties of Education Research Use in Secondary Schools 
This study examined the 
knowledge mobilization 
practices of more than 200 
education and other 
organizations, in Canada and 
beyond, as evidenced by 
information on their websites.  
For this project we developed an 
assessment tool with which to 
measure and give feedback to 
organizations on how to improve 
their KMb work via their website. 

This study, funded by SSHRC, 
examined the strategies used and 
steps taken by Canadian universities 
and faculties of education, compared 
with leading international faculties of 
education, to make research more 
accessible and available to the 
broader education community. With 
some exceptions, universities do not 
give enough attention to KMb work 
though some researchers are very 
effective at it, generally while also 
doing more standard academic work 
as well. 

The purpose of this project was to 
learn about the ways research is 
encountered and used to shape 
policy and practice in Canadian 
secondary schools.  Schools and 
districts tend to lack formalized 
research capacity, resources or time 
to engage with research. Our goal 
was to see whether relatively simple 
interventions could actually change 
educators’ use and knowledge of 
research, though in fact these 
interventions had very modest 
effects. 

 


