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What is this research 
about? 

This symposium reports on the preliminary findings for 
the second year of a pan-Canadian longitudinal 
study that is investigating how collaborative inquiry 
supports literacy teachers’ understandings of social 
justice and the implementation of Canadian 
literature to promote their own and their students’ 
understandings of social justice. Participants are 
elementary and secondary literacy teachers. The 
design of the study is action research. Preliminary 
findings suggest that as teachers collaboratively 
engage in planning, selection of resources, sharing of 
ideas, concerns, and student work, they are implicitly 
engaged in an action research cycle as they plan, 
act, observe, reflect, and re-envision substantive and 
pedagogical possibilities for using literature to 
promote students’ awareness and understandings of 
social justice. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 What are the key findings? 
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Please note that the research is ongoing. Tentative findings include:  
 
Canadian social justice literature:  
• includes picture books, novels, graphic media and film; 
• provides a powerful vehicle for students to engage with and respond to social justice 

issues; 
• provides a safe distance for exploring diversity and social justice - writ small (personal 

and local) and writ large (global); 
• appropriate for all age groups (K-12) when texts selected are age- and content- 

appropriate; 
• promotes critical literacy; 
• promotes transmediation, multiple ways of knowing, across multimodalities; and 
• promotes students’ awareness and understanding, and can lead to social action.  
 

Collaborative inquiry groups: 
• embody social constructivist learning as teachers create meaning together; 
• provide opportunities for ongoing professional development as literacy teachers 

 explore Canadian social justice literature and academic readings; 
 plan and develop lessons, novel studies, and units; 
 discuss implementation, successes and challenges; 
 discuss pedagogy (i.e. strategies to promote comprehension and critical literacy; 

how to expand students’ use of multimodalities to engage with and respond to 
literary texts) 

 problem-solve; 
 promote teachers’ awareness of and understanding of social justice; 
 Increase teachers’ comfort levels as they navigate social justice issues and 

strudents’ engagement with and response to literary texts.  
• promotes reflection 

 

Describe why this research and the findings are important for the field.   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Canadian social justice literature provides a vehicle to enable our students to 
explore and experience the world we live in and to consider ways of being in the world so 
that we can make a difference. Kielberger’s and Kielberger’s (2006) From Me to We 
describes how social justice begins with oneself, at home and in one’s neighborhood with 
small acts of kindness to our families, our friends, neighbours and in our communities. 
Teachers of all ages can use Canadian literature to build children’s and teens’ awareness, 
empathy and understanding of one another and explore how we can experience the 
world, local and global, relationally. Teachers are positioned to empower their students 
through the development of their proficiency in literacy and in the selections of literature 
that engages students in critical ways and evokes powerful responses. Collaborative inquiry 
groups (or small groups of teachers at different age/grade levels) provide a forum for 
discovery, learning, and reflection.  
 Teachers will have the opportunities to hear Canadian researchers discuss case 
studies of how teachers at all grade levels are implementing Canadian literature for social 
justice. We welcome questions from and discussion with practicing literacy teachers, K-12. 
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 What does this mean for educators? 

 


