
 

How Can Historical Narratives Be 
Engaged and Disrupted in the 

Classroom? 

 
This presentation examines how pre-service teachers utilized oral history as a 
pedagogical strategy for learning more about the educational experiences of 
Algonquin elders. The pre-service teachers involved with this particular phase of our 
federally funded project participated in a series of professional learning workshops 
that presented alternative strategies for teaching history in the 21st century. During 
the presentation we will discuss how we strategically utilized different teaching 
resources like virtual exhibits, history of education websites, historical thinking skills, 
and oral history to construct intergenerational knowledge of First Nation elders’ lived 
experiences at residential, public, and/or private schools. We will discuss how doing 
oral history research with pre-service teachers provides a praxis to introduce 
narratives from the underside, shift our historical focus, open new areas of 
curriculum inquiry, 
challenge some of 
our assumptions and 
judgments, while 
creating alter/native 
stories that have 
been largely 
excluded from the 
national narrative 
bedrock of what we 
call Canadian history 
curriculum.  
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This presentation explores how students 
and teachers in four elementary classrooms 
used digital tools to inquire into and 
represent their understandings of historical 
and contemporary relationships between 
First Nations peoples and Canadians in an 
effort to make sense of what it means to be 
a treaty person. We share puppet pal 
videos and podcasts created by the 
students, as well as classroom activities 
intended to deepen students’ thinking 
about treaties and the treaty relationship. 
The presentation also articulates the 
challenges of this federally funded project 
with respect to teacher, student, and 
researcher engagement and the ongoing 
systems of oppression that influence and 
in/form the relationships between First 
Nations and non-First Nations people in 
Canada.  In the presentation we illustrate 
how the inquiry has facilitated a more 
nuanced understanding of the history of 
Canada for the teacher and student 
participants, opening up curricular 
possibilities for reconciliation with 
Aboriginal people in a context of ongoing 

colonialism.  
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